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losses, and expenses, and the capital may be sued for, together
with the expenses of one merchant with one horse and one
servant, wherever the merchant may be, until the full pay-
ment of all the aforesaid. The expenses also caused or that
shall be caused in the recovery of the money we will pay
and restore to the merchants, or one of them, or their agent.
This recompense for losses, interest, and expenses [recom-
pensatio dainnorum, interesse, et expensarum], we promise not
to reckon as part of the principal. ... To fulfil the above
promises we bind ourselves and our Church and our successors,
and all our property and that of our Church, moveables and
immoveables, ecclesiastical and secular, present and to come,
wherever found, to the aforesaid merchants and their heirs,
until full payment of the above, recognizing that we hold
our property at their good will. And for the aforesaid we
are willing to answer anywhere and before any tribunal [in
omni foro conveniri], renouncing for ourselves and our suc-
cessors any aid from either canon or civil law, privilege
of clergy and (clerical) jurisdiction, . . . from customs or
statute, letters, indulgences, or privileges obtained or that
may be obtained on behalf of the king of England and his
subjects from the Apostolic see, . . . the benefit of restitu-
tion, the benefit of appeal, letters of inhibition from the
king of England, and every other objection against this
instrument. In witness whereof we have placed our seal
to this present document, April 19, 1235." 188

In this example, doubtless a genuine one, a sum of money
is borrowed nominally only for a little over three months.
If the convent chanced to be able to repay it on August 1,
nothing would have to be paid for the loan.: but from that
date onward they were to pay for the loan at the rate of
sixty per cent, per annum, seventeen, per cent, higher than
the Jews were permitted to bargain for. It is obvious that